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Tom Slavicek has been leather crafting since he was a Boy Scout, when he earned his Leatherwork 
Merit Badge on his way to becoming an Eagle Scout. During his career days as an executive 
director for the Boy Scouts of America, his hobby managed to stay alive and thrive in the form of 
creating numerous Native American leather/beadwork outfits and articles of clothing, along with 
his favorite item, hand-crafted leather pouches and shoulder bags. 
 
After a 37-year career serving young people, Tom retired in 2011 and he and his wife, Karen, 
moved to Dahlonega, GA. His enjoyment of working with leather is coming to fruition through his 
crafting of various styles of pouches and bags, with the added feature of inscribed images on the 
front of the pouches. Tom uses a wood-burning tool to inscribe the images free hand directly onto 
the leather. The color on the bags is created by adding India Inks and/or acrylic leather paints. Each 
pouch is a unique work of art, and no two are alike. 
 
Currently Tom teaches leather classes at about a dozen venues across north Georgia, including 
Camp Mikell Folk School (Toccoa, GA), Arrowmont School of Crafts (Gatlinburg, TN), and the 
William Holland School of Lapidary Arts (Young Harris, GA). 
 


